
STRATEGIC HOUSING PANEL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2016

Present: Councillors Linda Jones-Bulman, in the Chair; Denise Burness and Neil Ferguson.

Officers: Julie Betteridge (Director of Customer and Community Services) and Clive 
Willoughby (Member Services Technical Support Officer & Interim Scrutiny Officer).

SHP13Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies for absence.

SHP14Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items 

There were no declarations of interest made at this meeting.

SHP15Minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2016 

RESOLVED - That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2016 be signed by the 
Chair as a correct record.

SHP16Housing Strategy Delivery and Performance 

The Director of Customer and Community Services provided the Panel with an update on 
Housing Strategy, including Partnership working, Supporting People and Housing Growth.
Members were advised that an item on the Stock Condition Survey, would be on the Agenda 
for the next meeting.
Members were also advised that the new Housing Strategy was being worked to.

RESOLVED: That the update be received. 

SHP17Housing and Social Inclusion 

Members were advised that the Council were working with NuGen on housing requirements 
and it was suggested that Ailsa Brierley be invited to the next meeting of this Panel.

Members enquired regarding the number of refugees being house in Copeland and were 
advised that three families per year were to be housed in temporary accommodation.

A copy of the Housing Performance Key achievements Q3 document was shared with 
Member.

RESOLVED: That 
a) the update be received, and
b) Ailsa Brierley be invited to the next meeting of this Panel.

a Disabled Facilities Grants update 

Members were advised that the Private Sector Team had received 116 new referrals for DFGs 
and approved 64 major adaptation cases since April 2016. They had received 96% positive 
customer feedback on their standard services.



Through the intervention of the DFG they were the first in Cumbria to have moved a family in 
an inadequate property to a fully adapted one.

RESOLVED: That the update be received.

b Homelessness update 

Members were advised that the Housing Options Team had prevented 19 families since April 
2016 from being homeless, through their Rent Deposit Scheme.
In the same period, the team had helped 26 women to access other services and to help them 
to move to accommodation. The team had also interviewed 86 customers in need of help and 
advice since April 2016.

RESOLVED: That the update be received.

SHP18Growth 

a Empty Homes Initiative Progress 

The Panel was advised that through having the new post of an Empty Properties Officer, 6 
properties had been brought back into use. Advice to homeowners on VAT exemptions for 
repair costs had also been given.

It was noted that a progress update will be provided at the next meeting 

RESOLVED: That the update be received.

SHP19Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Strategic Housing Panel will be held on Thursday 23 March 2016 at 
10.00am (Venue to be advised).

The Meeting closed at 10.45 am 

Chair


